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NEF Highlights in the 2017-2018 Academic Year

• Thanks to all of you, we were able  award $49,317 to the 
Small Grants to Teachers Program to fund 21 projects. 
These grants supported curriculum and program 
development in all subject areas and several projects in 
community building in Northampton.

• The Support Our Schools Book Fund awarded over 
$20,000 to Northampton’s schools to purchase books 
and digital aids.

• The annual Northampton Adult Spelling Bee raised over 
$19,000 in support of the Small Grants Program.

• The Daniel Stephen Goldstein Fund supported a 
performance by Raquy Danziger, who performed 
Turkish and Arabic music with her band, and offered 
workshops for NHS students.

• The NEF Endowment Fund awarded almost $50,000 
in grants for the 2018-2019 academic year, with an 
additional $19,000 for the two school years that follow. 

• This spring we launched a campaign to raise an 
additional $1 million for the NEF Endowment Fund. 
Thanks to the early community match of six generous 
lead donors, we are well over $500,000 – more than 
halfway to our goal!

Presidents’ Message
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Our Endowment Campaign is in full swing and we’ve 
raised over $500,000, more than half-way to our goal of 
$1,000,000. Thank you to Northampton and beyond! If you 
haven’t already contributed, please consider donating to 
benefit Northampton Public Schools. See more about the 
Campaign on page 5 of the newsletter. 

In addition to funding arts and STEM projects, this year our 
Small Grants to Teachers includes more projects based on 
social and emotional learning. These include “mindfulness” 
programs at Bridge Street School for both students and 
teachers, a collaborative program with Community Action 
Pioneer Valley Peacemakers at Jackson Street School, and a 
continuation of after-school programs that engage families at 
Leeds and Ryan Road. 

NEF Endowment Grants are funding “Makerspaces” at Ryan 
Road, Jackson Street, and Bridge Street. The “Climbing 
Rocks” program at Leeds and Ryan Road will help children 
integrate adventure-based learning through rock climbing. The 
Sojourner Truth Project will develop an innovative curriculum 
on local history for all elementary schools.

The Northampton Education Foundation grants provide a 
continuous source of funding for the educational needs of our 
children. Your generosity allows us to continue to say YES to 
many of the wonderful and creative ideas that come our way 
from teachers and community members. NEF thanks you for 
your support! We look forward to another great school year 
and all that we can do, together.                          

Mandy Gerry and Jennifer Sanders James
Co-Presidents

Eating the salad!Planting the seeds Watering the plants

The Outdoor School Classroom and garden projects are now in all four elementary schools, 
providing outdoor learning, environmental education and nutrition programs.
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Thank You NEF Annual Fund Donors!

A 2 Z Science & Learning Store
Joan Abboud
Jennifer Adams
Gwen Agna and Thomas Marantz
Rachel Agoglia
Norma Akamatsu
Jane Allen and Daniel Levy
Attorney Michael Hooker
Ellen and Mark Augarten
Benjamin Barnes
Joseph Bartolomeo and Lydia Sarro
Jill Bascomb
Lisa Baskin
Tom Basset and Beverly Shaw
Pauline Bassett and Alan Katz
Claire Bateman
Caroline Batson
Allan Baustin and Barbara Thompson
Josh Bedell and Sarah Marcus
Giovanna Bellesia-Contuzzi and Peter 
Contuzzi
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Dennis Bidwell and Mary Ann Kelly
Peter and Elizabeth Bigwood
Theresa Bimbane
Robert and Janet Bissell
Barbara Black
Bob and Ann Borawski
Valerie Botter
Yvonne Boucher
Patrick and Liz Boughan
Susan Bourque
Robert and Nancy Boynton
John and Nancy Brady
Caryn Brause
Sara Brewer and Diana Brewer
Tara and Matt Brewster
Lynne Brill and Jon Brill
Joanna Brown
Walter and Virginia Brown
Richard Brunswick
Gerald Budgar
Penny Burke
Eileen Cahill and William Rosen
Robert Canon
Christopher Caouette and Maria Hass
Jane Carnes
Timothy and Veronica Carroll
Case Appraisal Service
Charlotte and Patrick Cathro
Joan Cenedella and Frances Volkmann
Debbie Charren and Timothy Diehl
 Deborah and Peter Christakos
Circle of Care for the Yowa/Mwamba Family
Lisa Clauson
Mary Ann Clawson
David and Doris Cohen
Joe and Cathy Cohen
Coldwell Banker - Upton-Massamont Realtors
Chia Collins and Michael Cohen
Committee to Elect Stan Rosenberg
CommunicateHealth Inc.
Bill and Margo Cooley
Laura Cranshaw
Sarah Creighton
Colleen Currie
Mary Curtin and Karen Adelman

Daily Hampshire Gazette
Betsy Daly and Barbara Dunn
Jeff Dan
Stephen and Carolyn Dashef
Jonathan and Linda Daube
Sallie Deans Lake and Kevin Lake
Linda Dell and Robert Shycon
Deborah and Brett Denhart
Kelly and Charles DeRose
Daniel Desmond
Elizabeth Detmold
Fran Deutsch and Gerald Epstein
Peter and Jill DeVilliers
Jennifer Dieringer and John Frey
DonateWell General Fund
Thomas and Cynthia Dourmashkin
Charles and Veronica Dragon
Peter and Stacy Duggan
Barbara Duhl and David Block
Duseau Trucking
Easthampton Savings Bank
Lisa Echevarria
Hyman and Sally Edelstein
Adil Elkalai and Hind Elkalai
Kathleen Elliott
Mary Emerson
Ann and Steve Esrick
Ruth Ever and Kevin Hale
Malcolm Everett and Claudia Lefko
Jennifer Ewers
Mary Fago and Paul Weinberg
Laura and Jonathan Fallon
Barry Feingold and Marci Yoss
Joel Feinman
Nancy Felton and Joel Dansky
Anne Fine and Jon Liebman
Bernard Fine
Bruce Finke and Beth Coates
Nick Fleisher and Peggy Fiddler
Jenny Fleming-Ives and Peter Ives
Florentine Films/Hott Productions
Karen Freedman
Elena Frogameni
Gage-Wiley & Co., Inc.
Joice Gare
William Gerry
Tony and Eileen Giardina
Penina and Mickey Glazer
Goggins Real Estate
Kim and Michael Goggins
Norbert Goldfield and Sandra Matthews
Ellen Goldsmith and Sam Levitt
Kathy Goos and Barry Werth
Cleo A. Gorman and Ron Ackerman
Darla Gormley
Joanna Grand and David Marlin
Monica Green and Richard West
Greenfield Savings Bank
Grey Matter Books
Alfred and Sally Griggs
Ruchi Grover, DDS LLC
Zofia Grygorcewicz
Peter Haas and Julie Zuckman
HarborOne Mortgage
Thea Catharine Hardigg
Emily Harmar
Rick Hart

Lucy Hartry and Frandy Johnson
Hartsprings Foundation Inc.
Bruce and Ruth Hawkins
Lyn Heady
Priscilla Kane Hellweg
James and Portia Henle
Ann Hennessey and Joanne Comerford
Peter and Jillian Hensley
Melvin Hershkowitz
Debra Hertz
Richard and Jo Ann Hinckley
John Hjelt
Deborah Hoechstetter
Marissa Hoechstetter and David Whitehill
John Hoops
Sandra Hoover
Elizabeth Horn and Shawn Shimpach
Inge Horn
Kristina Horn
Mark Horwitz and Julia Moss
Sarita Hudson and Harley Erdman
John Hudzick
Pamela and Jefferson Hunter
Amy Jacobson and Lynn Zashin
John Joelson and Joanne Levin
Edgar and Carol Judd
Alana Kaczmarek
Matthew Kane and Ann Markes
Ricki Kantrowitz
Louise Kanus
Mary and Michael Kasper
David and Jodi Kaufman
Ellen Kaufman
William Kenefick
Peter and Donna Kenny
Greta Kessler
Alisa Klein and Amy Stamm
Martin Konowitch and Barbara Jones
Phil Korman and Nora Israeloff
Ronald and Kathleen Korza
Lindsay Koshgarian
Joseph Kozlakowski
Diana and Jeff Krauth
George Kriebel
Karen Kristof
Katherine Kruckemeyer
Neil Kudler and Nancy Flam
Alexis Kumar
Jim and Julie Kurose
Anne Kusiak
John Kwoka, Jr.
Marianne LaBarge, City Councilor
Jonathan Lackman and Alexandra Lynch
Jean Laplante
Diana Wolfe Larkin
Sarah Lennox
Cathy Lerner and Harris Freeman
Jim Levey and Christine Olson
Eliot Levine and Madge Evers
Donald Levitan and Cynthia Nyary
C. Stanley and Karen Lewis
Greg Lewis and Alice Rich Lewis
Andrea Leydon and Rob Sullivan
Rob Libon
Grace Lin and Alex Ferron
Claire Lobdell
Bette MacKay

Dianne Mackler and David Pascucci
Robert and Eileen Mahar
Cindy and Patrick Mahoney
Flora Majumder
Maple and Main Realty LLC
Bonnie and Charles Martin
Daniel Mason and Sharon Wretzel
Melissa Mattison
Patricia McDonagh
Jenn and Kevin McDonald
Maureen McKenna and James Donnelly
Dale Melcher and Bill Newman
Margaret Miller and John Christopher
Loraine Millman
Terry and Lisa Minnick
Miriam Krell Bourke, Attorney at Law
Joseph and Judith Misterka
Anne Moore
Howard and Stephanie Moore
Linda Morley
Sidney and Miriam Moss
Richard and Janet Moulding
Richard Mueller
Rebecca Muller
Keirnan and Carol Murphy
Peg Murray
Scott Myers and Katherine Krauskopf
David Narkewicz and Yelena Mikich
Merry Nasser
Dorothy Nemetz and John Todd
New City Brewery
Ellen and Barry Nigrosh
Richard Norris
Northampton Area Pediatrics, LLC
Northampton Brewery
Northampton High School Class of 1963 50th
 Reunion
Northampton High School P.T.O.
Northampton Police Relief Association
Northampton Veterinary Clinic
Northampton Vision Specialists
Mary Beth and Tom O’Connor
Joseph O’Rourke and Mary Lynn Salmon
Henrietta and Peters Okonobah
Rebecca Olander
Katie Olmstead
Osaka Japanese
Edward and Susan Osepowicz
Stephanie Osiecki and Mark Tidswell
Ostberg and Associates
Lisa Papademetriou and Ali Usman
Paradise Copies
Julie Park
Vibhuti and Ajay Patel
Roberta Pato
Pauline Fogel Real Estate
PeoplesBank
Judith and Ronald Perera
Rebekah Perks
Elizabeth and Stephen Petegorsky
Christina Petersen and Peter Rayton
Lou Peugh and Edward Olmstead
Morey Phippen and Brian Adams
Maura Plante and Michael Romanovitch
Paul Poklewski
Helen Polyak
David and Grace Popkin

The following donors gave to the NEF Annual Fund from September 2017 through August 2018. Annual Fund dollars underwrite the Small Grants to Teachers  
program as well as our yearly administrative costs.  Thanks for your generous support of NEF and our schools!
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Anna Powers
John and Amy Provost
R.K. Finn Ryan Road School P.T.O.
Razoo Foundation
Rebekah Brooks Jewelry
David Reckhow and Catherine Wanat
Nancy and Eric Reeves
Candice Reffe and Edward Hogan
Jared Reid
Richard and Helen Rescia
Linwood Respess and Tucker Respess
Susan and Mark Rhoads
Margaret and Bob Riddle
Julia Riseman and Nicholas Horton
River Valley Market
Emily Robinson and Mark Wamsley
Susan Rogers
Peter and Hedwig Rose
Susan Rosen and Douglas Amy
Henry Rosenberg and Katherine Hicks
Jody Rosenbloom
Sally Rubenstone and Chris Petrides
Maria Helena Rueda
Marcea and Robert Rundquist
Miriam Sadinsky and Hugh Heisler
Jennifer Sanders James and Patrick James
Christine and Jon Sass
Howard Sasson and Betsy Green
Sasson, Turnbull, Ryan and Hoose
Stan Schapiro and Joan Wiener
Deborah Schifter
Leonard Schoenfeld and Gail Shufrin
Dirk Schultze
Pamela Schwartz and Joel Feldman
Mary Serio
Kathryn Pekala Service

Antara Shabnam
Edward and Ann Shanahan
Naomi Shulman
Michael and Amy Sidoti
Robin Silva
Stephanie Silverman and Adam Garretson
Jean Simmons
Pamela Smith
Jane Sommer
Regine Spector
Hayley Spizz and Tim St. Onge
Jeff and Helen Stauder
Christopher and Meghan Steed
Wendy and Freeman Stein
Robert Steinberg
Erik Stenson and Jane Evans
Gillian Stephens
Nancy Sternbach
Shelley Steuer and Jeff Korff
Robert Stewart
R. and K. Suchocki
Kate Sullivan and Larry Carlson
Virginia Sullivan
Sarah Swersey
Katie Szopa
Joan Tabachnick and Jane Fleishman
Stephen Taranto and Clea Paz-Rivera
Jonathan Tauer and Sarah Burnham
Merle and Ruth Taylor
The Murphys Realtors
The Narkewicz Campaign Committee
Thomas Douglas Architects, Inc.
Thomas J. O’Connor Jr. Esq.
Toni Krell, Tutoring
Cathy and Sam Topal
Jason Trotta

Janet Tudryn
Kathleen Tudryn
Margaret Tudryn
Elaine Ulman and David Pesuit
UMass Five College Credit Union
Timothy Umbach and Linda Hamashima
Janet Unger
United Way of Hampshire County
Valley Home Improvement, Inc.
Susan and Paul Voss
Candice and Stan Walczak
Amy Waldman and Amy Martyn
Linda Wallack
Heather Wark
Webber & Grinnell Insurance
Edward and Shannon Welch
Whalen Insurance
Peter Whalen and Janna Ugone
Nancy Whalen-Viola and James Viola
Christina White
Gregory White and Patricia Reidy
Judith Wisch
Joan Wofford
Wohl Family Dentistry
Ariana Wohl
Martin Wohl and Marisa Labozzetta
Mike Wohl
James Wood
Matthew Wool
Gary and Sandra Worden
Glenn Wright
Lesley Yalen and Brian Baldi
Andrew and Shelley Zimbalist
Jonah Zuckerman and Rebecca Busansky

NEF Annual Fund Donors, continued

Daniel S. Goldstein Concert
The 2018 Goldstein performance will be on November 20, and 
will feature a performance by the Sweetback Sisters and NHS 
students. (Note: these performances are NOT open to the public.) 

Comings and goings on the NEF Board
Jason Berg stepped down after a 3-year stint as Co-President. 
Thank you, Jason! Mandy Gerry continues in that position and 
is joined by Jennifer Sanders James.

We say goodbye and a sincere thank you to Micheal Gorra, 
who served on both the Board and the Small Grants 
Committee for 6 years and will be staying on that committee. 
We say hello to Jennifer Sanders James, Lisa Papademetriou 
and Francie Lin. Lisa Papademetriou is the author of over 
20 novels for young readers. She is a co-founder and current 
board member of Click Workspace and a proud Leeds parent. 
Jennifer Sanders James is the Licensing Coordinator and 
Assistant Procurement Officer for the Town of Hadley and is 
the parent of a 7th grader at JFK. Her weekends are often spent 
on the sidelines of a local soccer field. Francie Lin is a writer 
in Northampton. Her two children attend Leeds Elementary 
School.

important dates to remember!
October 16 
Fall Small Grant deadline
October 25 
NEF/PTO gathering, 7 pm, 
A2Z 
November 20 
Daniel S. Goldstein concert
March 3 
Endowment Grant deadline 

March 27  
Adult Spelling Bee
April 16 
Spring Small Grant deadline
May 11 
Plant Sale
June 14 
Showcase

SOS PLANT SALE
Thank you once again to Robin Fredenfeld for chairing the 
Plant Sale and raising over $11,000 for the SOS Book Fund! 
Robin and dozens of volunteers transplanted plants, lugged 
them to the sale, tagged them, set up the tent, helped 
customers, and did the cleanup. Although the weather did 
not cooperate this year, our customers certainly did! The NEF 
SOS Book Fund provides funding to each of our schools for 
books, periodicals and digital aids. We are always looking for 
volunteers to help with the plant sale. Please check the website 
for more details! 
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21 SMALL GRANTS TO TEACHERS AWARDED  
for the 2017/2018 School Year totaling $49,317 

Multi-media PE Curriculum, BSS  $1772
Craig Murdock and Jen Dieringer
This grant supports creating a new curriculum for phys-
ical education (PE) classes by incorporating technology 
and media into the PE “classroom.” 

Dance: Who? What? Why? BSS  $2810 
Elizabeth Haymaker, Kathleen Flaherty, Beth Choquette
Dance: What? Who? Why? is a three-year project that 
will bring a dynamic musical, kinesthetic, and theatrical 
experience to K-2 grades.

Play On!  JSS  $2030
Jo Comerford, Kim O’Connell 
Play On! will be a day of classical music performance, 
culminating three months of classical music introduc-
tion to the entire Jackson Street community. 

Meadowbrook Outreach Program, Leeds $2500
Heide Eriksen, Sandra Alton, MaryJo Nagle,  
Leslie Macutkiewicz
This project will create a supportive educational 
collaborative between students and their families from 
Meadowbrook Apartments and Leeds Elementary 
School through workshops, skill building games and 
supplies to parents/families so students can continue 
to practice skills at home.

Leeds Mosaic  $3000
Laura Ginsberg-Peltz, Leslie Macutkiewicz
Mosaic artist Joshua Winer will work with teachers, 
staff and parents to articulate the values and vision of 
Leeds school to be reflected in a mosaic mural  
installed inside the school.

Red-backed Salamander Study, Leeds $2355
Renee Bachman, Andrew Samuelson,  
Laura Ginsburg-Peltz
The third grades will work with Ted Watt, naturalist 
at the Hitchcock Center, to learn about red-backed 
salamanders in the forests along the Mill River. Data 
gathered will be submitted to SPARCnet, a multi-state 
initiative of the United States Geologic Survey’s North-
east Amphibian Research and Monitoring Initiative

The Yoga/Mindfulness Project, Leeds  $2954
Kristina Mose-Libon
This Yoga/Mindfulness program will be offered to K-2 
students, teachers and staff. A workbook for teachers 
with information on yoga poses, games and mindful-
ness activities will be provided so they can implement 
the activities in their classrooms.

Florence Heights Community Engagement 
Project, RKF Ryan Road  $1800
Rachel Ellis
This grant supports continuation of a community 
engagement and literacy program at the Florence 
Heights housing complex. 

Money Talks, JFK $1095
Brett Costello
This financial literacy project will engage students 
and parents/guardians in activities that promote new 
learning and reflection on managing their money. 
Using activities and resources from www.themint.com 
participants will focus on earning, saving, spending, the 
cost of borrowing, and tracking money. 

Scholastic Arts and Writing, Year 3, JFK $2500
Holly Graham and Katie Schofield
This grant will continue Dr. Graham’s efforts to create 
an after-school writer’s workshop. Students will also 
participate in the Scholastic Arts and Writing project 
(www.artandwriting.org), hosted by the Boston Globe 
and the Museum of Fine Arts.

School-wide Reading Event, JFK  $700
Diana Aijan, Pamela Gauthier
This school-wide project will invite students to read 
Chew On This, a book about the dangers of fast food 
and processed food. Students and faculty will partici-
pate in five book club meetings during lunch, engaging 
in activities and discussions about the book.

Shadows Beyond Borders, JFK  $3000
Ellen Kennedy, Steven Sanderson, Ian Cross 
Indonesian puppeteer Putu Rekayasa and his ensemble 
The Brothers Čampur will work with students in the 
Oceans 8 team to create their own shadow-puppets 
based on traditional designs used in the Indonesian 
wayang, or shadow-puppet play.

Bringing the Latin-American Rainforests to Life, 
JFK/5th Grades  $3900
Tracy Dawson-Greene, Diane Zamer, Laura St. Pierre
Using a real rain forest on the Caribbean coast of 
Panama, in Central America, students will be guided 
through a largely self-directed exploration of Latin 
American geography, ecology, human-environment 
interaction and conservation initiatives. 

Technology at Home, NHS  $1000
Karrisa Fabin
This grant addresses the growing digital divide among 
students coming from different class backgrounds by 
providing training and Chromebooks, which students 
will be able to checkout of the library.  

Web Design Boot Camp, NHS  $900
Jeromie Whalen
Students at NHS currently working on the NPS website 
re-design will participate in a web design boot camp 
in August and then work with Mr. Whalen during the 
school year to help load new material provided by 
teachers and staff onto the redesigned NPS website.

Rwanda - Looking for the Good: How to talk 
about and teach difficult topics, including the 
unthinkable, the unspeakable, NHS  $3000
Kate Todhunter
This grant will allow Kate Todhunter to participate 
in “Rwanda - Looking for the Good,” a 10 day visit 
to Rwanda with Carl Wilkens, director of The World 
Outside My Shoes Foundation (http://www.worldout-
sidemyshoes.org/).

Yoga and Mindfulness, NHS $1446
Kristina Mose-Libon
This grant supports a 10-week yoga/mindfulness pro-
gram in Mr. Derby’s wellness classes for ninth graders.  
Students will learn yoga poses, meditation and mind-
fulness and and the classes will include time for inquiry 
and self-expression. 

Performance Project: First Generation 
“Tenderness” Residency, NHS  $3000
Stephen Eldridge
This grant will bring the Performance Project’s 
“Tenderness Performance Residency” to NHS to offer 
students a live, quality, relatable theater piece and to 
catalyze reflection, dialogue and activism amongst 
youth. 

Working to Eliminate Racism, K-12  $5000
Deborah Keisch and the NPS Anti-Racism Affinity Group
This grant funds a district racism “audit” - data gather-
ing about community members’ experiences with race 
and conversation groups (educators, students, parents, 
families) to continue planning for district-wide efforts 
to address racism in the school system. 

Sojourner Truth’s Florence: A Walk Through 
History, Leeds/BSS/JSS/NHS  $3155
Roxanne Nieman, Tom Chang, Putnam Goodwin-Boyd, 
Rey Harp
This project, Sojourner Truth’s Florence: A Walk 
Through History, includes a teacher workshop, class-
room activities and reading materials, and a walking 
tour in Florence. The project covers the history of 
Sojourner Truth, the abolitionist movement, the Un-
derground Railroad, and social activism in 19th century 
Florence.

Project Green Schools, Smith Vocational  $1400
Madge Evers, Akara Holder
This grant will support the creation of a chapter of 
Project Green Schools at SVAHS. 

For greater detail  
on the grants, please go to 

Northamptoneducation.org
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Please join us! 2018 has been a big year for the NEF 
Endowment and for the long-term future of Northampton 
public schools.  We began our endowment in 2004 to 
provide our public schools with larger, multi-year grants in 
perpetuity, and this spring we launched a campaign to raise 
an additional $1 million. Thanks to the early community 
match of six generous lead donors, we are well over 
$500,000 – more than halfway to our goal! And this past 
year alone, the Endowment awarded almost $50,000 in 
grants, for a total of more than $500,000 in Endowment 
grants to date.  Wow, what a community investment in 
our schools – and what an educational legacy.  We are so 
energized by and deeply grateful to our many supporters, 
which include alumnae, parents, teachers, community 
members, and local businesses.  We can’t wait to announce 
that we’ve reached $1 million and can safeguard these life-
changing opportunities for our students forever, regardless 
of the economic or political climate.  Here’s to a bright 
future for all Northampton students.

NEF Development Committee

The NEF Endowment awarded $49,857 for the 2018-2019 
school year, with an additional $19,000 for school years 
to follow.  The focus is “Bridging the Divide: Building an 
Inclusive Future.” 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
at JFK:  Traditional discipline is based on waiting for poor 
behavior to occur; the goal of this nationwide program is to 
establish a climate where appropriate behavior is rewarded.  
The first-year of the project will be funded at $22,780.  The 
grant will then fund $10,000 and $9,000 for years two and 
three.

Climbing ROCKS – Reaching Our Children’s Kinetic 
Sensors: This project will enhance physical education 
at Leeds and Ryan Road by integrating adventure-based 
learning through rock climbing, an activity that enhances 
upper body strength, eye-hand coordination, and trust 
building. The project will be funded at $9,882 for one year, 
with climbing walls purchased for all elementary schools!

Makerspaces: This project will establish “makerspaces” 
problem solving stations in building, robotics, digital 
filmmaking, and programming.  Funding this program will 
ensure that all four elementary schools have makerspaces 
with comparable equipment and programming. This project 
will be funded at $9,035 for one year.

Sojourner’s Truth in the 21st Century:  Fifth grade 
teachers will develop a curriculum unit on the life of 
Sojourner Truth, a nationally known advocate for justice 
and equality who lived in Florence. The curriculum will be 
relevant to today’s students and will also meet new state 
social studies standards.  The project will be funded at 
$8,160 for the first year.  

On-going multi-year endowment projects are Audubon/
Arcadia Climate Change, and Outdoor Classroom (see 
Northamptoneducation.org for more information).

NORTHAMPTON EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
ANNOUNCES NEW ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN

A Sojourner Truth “Study Hall”

Martin Wohl, Chair Monica Green

Joe Bartolomeo Marissa Hoechstetter

Josh Bedell Elizabeth Horn

Peter Bigwood Ellen Nigrosh 

Mandy Gerry 

Yoga mindfullness class Leeds School
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Thank you to all our 2017- 2018 SOS Book Fund Donors for providing money  

to each of our schools for books, periodicals and digital aids!
Pamela Acheson
Su Su Min Aung and Kyaw Thu
Maria Banerjee
Joseph Bartolomeo and Lydia Sarro
Vicki Baum-Hommes and Chuck Hommes
Bay State Perennials
Abby Sarita and Joseph Belmont
Audrey Bernstein
Karen Beyel and Joe Silverman
Maria and David Bickar
Peter and Elizabeth Bigwood
Theresa Bimbane
Patrick and Liz Boughan
Heather and Michael Bouley
Susan and Jay Breines
Tara and Matt Brewster
Lisa and Christopher Britland
Catherine Brown
Barbara Cavalieri
Anne Cernak
Mary Ann Clawson
Elsa Phillippi Cline
Eleanor Cook
Martha Coons and Tom Bein
Kathy Couch
Lisa d’Errico
Jonathan and Linda Daube
Linda Davis-Delano  
   & Laurel Davis-Delano
Stephanie Davolos
Jo-Ann Denehy
Sandra Dennis and Martha Knieriem
Eric Derman
Ann Desmond
Elizabeth Detmold
Fran Deutsch and Gerald Epstein
Peter and Jill DeVilliers
Cynthia and Todd DiGeronimo
Robert Dihlmann  
   & Barbara Lawless-Dihlmann
Lori Divine-Hudson
Sharon Driscoll
Lisa Echevarria
Hyman and Sally Edelstein
Barbara Elkins
Helen Engeseth
Mark Erba
Ann and Lloyd Fark
Kimberley Fenton
Bernard Fine
Mark Fisher and Mary Claire Wellinger
Sebern and John Fisher
Jenny Fleming-Ives and Peter Ives
Herman Fong
Piper Foreso
Nina Frank
Adele Franks
Elliot Fratkin and Marty Nathan
Chad Furman

Kathryn Gabriel
Bob and Holly Ghazey
Norbert Goldfield and Sandra Matthews
Karen Golding-Staelin and Charles Staelin
Kathy Goos and Barry Werth
Cleo A. Gorman and Ron Ackerman
Michael Gorra and Brigitte Buettner
Nicholas Grimaldi
Frances Hack and Bob Chabot
William Hairston
Thea Catharine Hardigg
Tracy Harrity
Lucy Hartry and Frandy Johnson
Kathleen and M. Kimbel Harwood
Bruce and Ruth Hawkins
Christopher and Jennifer Hayhurst
Lyn Heady
Melvin Hershkowitz
Marjorie Hess and Rudolph Talaber
Diane and Richard Hirtle
Sandra Hoover
Mark Horwitz and Julia Moss
Meredith and Alec Hoverman
Marsha Humphrey and Stephen Jasinski
Raymah Hutchinson
Amy Jacobson and Lynn Zashin
Ann Jones
Patricia Jung and Julia Chevan
Jennifer Jurcsak and Nicole Kirchen
Linda Keech
William Kenefick
Mary Kenny
Greta Kessler
Michael Klare and Andrea Ayvazian
Rod and Diane Kleber
Deanne Kloepfer
Debra Knieriem
Vicky Knight
Martin Konowitch and Barbara Jones
Ronald and Kathleen Korza
Joseph Kozlakowski
Patricia Krusko
Suzanne Lehman
Denise Lello and Leslie Smith
Robert and Theresa Leroux
Monica Leverett
Jim Levey and Christine Olson
Donald Levitan and Cynthia Nyary
Joseph and Louise Lopman
Karen Lynds
Lynn MacDonald
Bette MacKay
Dianne Mackler and David Pascucci
Lynn Marcus
Mary Kay Marple
Martha McCormick
Lauren Meade
Patricia Miller
Howard and Stephanie Moore

Sally Morgan
Al and Mary Morris
Keirnan and Carol Murphy
Peg Murray
Premila Nair and Asha Nair
Dorothy Nemetz and John Todd
Ellen and Barry Nigrosh
Raymond H. Niquette, Jr.
Jodie Nolan and Jonathan Thomas
Judianne and William O’Brien
Katie Olmstead
Edward and Susan Osepowicz
Marie Panik
Paradise Copies
Connie Parks
Judith and Ronald Perera
Christina Petersen and Peter Rayton
M. Phelan
Morey Phippen and Brian Adams
John Poirier
Paul Poklewski
Patricia Poulin
Anna Powers
Gladys Powers
Allen Premo
Marilyn Purdy
Elizabeth Rajam
Danielle Carr Ramdath
Chester and Irene Ratkiewicz
Abraham Ravett
Margaret and Bob Riddle
Riverside Industries
George Robinson and Janice Moulton
Harriet Rogers
Anne and Joel Rosen
Eleanor Rothman
David and Judith Sanders
Christine and Jon Sass
Leonard Schoenfeld and Gail Shufrin
Cynthia Schubach
Pamela Schwartz and Joel Feldman
Wayne Schweitzer and Debra Novitch
Deirdre Scott
Edward and Ann Shanahan
Janet and Bill Sharp
Carol Shaw and Cate Shaw
Patricia Shea
Jennifer and Ferderic Siegel
Robin Silva
Cynthia Simison
Lesley Slay
Jane Sommer
Diane Souza
Michael Spink
Janet Spongberg and Christopher Stetson
Michael and Mia Sullivan
Diana and James Szynal
Thorne’s Marke
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PLEASE THANK OUR TEAM SPONSORS  
WITH YOUR SUPPORT
North Star Teens
Northampton Vision Associates
Todd Barron/Applied Mortgage
Whalen Insurance
River Valley Co-op
Grey Matter Books
Mayor David Narkewicz Campaign Committee
Sasson Turnbull, Ryan & Hoose
Law Office of Tom O’Connor
NCMC
The DADZ
Osaka Lunch Club
Hawley Hooligans
Wohl Family Dentistry
Marisa Labozzetta & Martin Wohl
Bissett, Smith & Stokes-Buckles
Rebekah Brooks Jewelry
Valley Medical Group
Miriam Krell Bourke, Attorney/Mediator
Duseau Trucking
Northampton High School PTO
Northampton Area Pediatrics
Sallie Deans and Kevin Lake
Case Appraisal Service
Daily Hampshire Gazette
Kathy Goos & Barry Werth
Gage Wiley
Northampton School Committee
A2Z Science and Learning Store
Florentine Films/Hott Productions
Lathrop Communities
Alisa Klein, Uri Strauss, Resistance Center
Atty. Michael Hooker
Paradise Copies
Umass Five College Credit Union
Toni’s Tutoring
Susan Rosen & Doug Amy
Northampton Veterinary Clinic
RKFRRS PTO

THANK YOU!
to all the businesses, organizations and individuals that helped make the 18th Northampton Adult Spelling Bee a 
resounding success. Their support will help enrich the educational experiences of students and teachers in all of 

Northampton’s public schools.

SAVE THE DATE 
for the 18th Annual NEF 

Adult Spelling Bee
March 27, 2019 • JFK Middle School

Thank you, Cathy McNally, who stepped 
in for Kelsey Flynn as Emcee.

QUEEN BEE: Jeanne Hoose

WORD PRONOUNCERS: 
Rob Flaherty, Stephen Eldredge, Katy Wight

JUDGES: 
John Provost, Kathy Service, Gwen Agna, 
Lisa Papademetriou

WORDS COMMITTEE: 
Megan Rubiner Zinn, Lisa Papademetriou, 
Naomi Shulman, Molly Burnham

PROJECTIONISTS: 
Christina Petersen & Cynthia Monahan 

TIMEKEEPERS: 
Rick Haggerty & Renee Cote

APICULTURIST (overseeing the swarms):  
Sue BEE Larson & Josh Bedell

BAKE SALE  
Jennifer Dieringer with help from  
Joanne Campbell

READERS ALOUD 
Kathy Malynoski & Kristin McCue

MUSIC: 
Steve Hinks

THE NEF ADULT SPELLING BEE

AND WE THANK THE FOLLOWING  
FOR THEIR DONATIONS!
Herrells Ice Cream, for the ice cream and the 
photography; Barry Nigrosh, for creating radio 
ads year after year; A2Z Science and Learning 
Store for the beverages; All the generous bakers 
for the bake sale goodies; Stop and Shop for 
balloon loans; NHS Key Club and Honor Society 
Vounteers; Carol MacColl at Paradise Copies 
for her patience; Sonix Pro Audio for sound; 
Sylvesters Restaurant for prizes

Runners up were the Lathographers, a team 
sponsored by Lathrop Communities

Best-dressed Devil Wears Schmatta

The winning team, The 
Humuhumunukunukuapua’a’s,  

won on “eleemosynary” 
Jon Lackman, Sandra Lucentini, Ian Breen

THE NEF ENDOWMENT APPLAUDS ITS 
LEADERSHIP CONTRIBUTORS:
Florence Savings Bank, “Fund for Public Education”
Kelly, Charlie, Peter, and Florence DeRose
and the Daily Hampshire Gazette
Northampton Area Pediatrics, “Education Fund”
Smith College
The Wellspring Donor-Advised Fund of the Peace 
Development Fund
Marie Hershkowitz Memorial Fund
Sallie Deans Lake and Kevin Lake
Laura and Jonathan Fallon
Easthampton Savings Bank
Northampton Cooperative Bank
Marisa Labozzetta and Martin Wohl
And two anonymous donors
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Northampton Education Foundation funds and supports 
excellence, innovation, and intellectual creativity in 
Northampton Public Schools. We are an all volunteer 
organization that relies on the energy, creativity and 
support of the community to realize our mission of 
strengthening our schools by enriching students’ 
educational experiences.  We rely on your help 
through the donation of your time and ideas as well as  

financial resources
A Community Investment in Our  

Public Schools

Northampton Education Foundation Board Of Directors
Mandy Gerry, Co-President
Jennifer Sanders James, Co-President
Martin Wohl, Vice President, Endowmemt
Mary Curtin, Treasurer
Christina Petersen, Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Josh Bedell
Peter Bigwood
André Boulay
Gerald Budgar
Danielle Carr Ramdath
Laura Fallon

Mandy Gerry
Dale Melcher
Dorothy Nemetz
Lisa Papademetriou
Megan Rubiner Zinn

Ex-officio
John A. Provost, Ed.D., Superintendent

Creating 
shadow puppets 

at JFK.

Building an anemometer to measure wind speed.

Visit the NEF Website
www.northamptoneducation.org

A Community Investment in Our Public Schools

LEARN MORE ABOUT NEF:

AND SO MUCH MORE …

• DONATE ONLINE

• CONNECT TO NEF’S FACEBOOK PAGE

• DOWNLOAD GRANT APPLICATION FORMS

• READ DESCRIPTIONS OF 20 YEARS OF SMALL GRANTS TO TEACHERS

• LEARN ABOUT NEF’S SOS BOOK FUND

• LEARN ABOUT OUR ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN

Tom Ricardi brings raptors to Leeds outreach event

Dani Parent is interviewed by MassAppeal during her field trip to Arcadia.


