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The world has changed suddenly. 
NEF remains fully committed to helping our schools going forward  

- and we are more grateful then ever for such a strong and supportive community.
 
Tbe Northampton Education Foundation concluded our Endowment campaign on Dec. 31, 2019, topping our $1 million
goal for a total of $1,064,597 gifted and pledged to the NEF Endowment Fund. With the success of this campaign, the
NEF Endowment will fund larger, multi-year grants to all Northampton schools forever, solely from the interest on the
Endowment. 
 
This campaign attracted widespread support from local banks, businesses and institutions, as well as many families
with children in the schools, alumni and individual community members who join in recognizing the long-term value of
a vibrant public education system. Since its inception in 2002, the Endowment has now raised more than $2 million.
 
In these extraordinary times of school closings and the shuttering of many community centers and businesses, our daily
life has been upended. Despite the ever-changing nature of life right now, the Northampton Education Foundation
remains steadfast in its support of the needs of the Northampton Public Schools. Our regular 2020 fundraisers have been
canceled or postponed. We remain deeply grateful for the generosity of the community in our past fundraisers; it is that
generosity that enables us to meet some of the immediate needs of our learning community today, as well as plan for a
time when students and staff can come together again.
 

 
Healthy food to prep for the season

As a teacher and advisor to a variety of clubs,
teams and organizations, I am profoundly

grateful for the role the NEF Endowment has
played in offering my students ways to

further improve their education beyond the
walls of the classroom.

 – Jeromie Whalen, technology teacher,
Northampton High School

Thank you!
Y O U  P U T  U S  

O V E R  T H E  T O P !

Together
W E  E X C E E D E D  O U R  G O A L ,  

R A I S I N G  $ 1 , 0 6 4 , 5 9 7  F O R  T H E  T H E  N E F  E N D O W M E N T !   



Bridges: Bridging The Gap Between Pre-Kindergarten, 

Celebration of Ancient Greece ($10,000)
Northampton Environmental Education Program (NEEP) 

Green Action In Northampton Schools Program (GAINS) ($10,000)
The Creative Classrooms Initiative ($15,000)
A High School Advisory Program: Civic Engagement and Tolerance Education
($27,000 over 2 years)
FirstRobotics Team ($3,500)
The JFK Technology Institute ($15,775)
Childs Park: 'Sharing Place:' A Multi-School Tile Installation ($9,250)
The Outdoor Garden – A Sense of Place ($111,000 over 5 years)
Living History in Northampton, Florence and Leeds ($40,400 over 3 years)
Change-Makers ($14,000)
Caught Off Guard ($10,000 over 2 years)
Energize Northampton ($15,810)
Modified NHS Biology Curriculum ($10,790)
Integrated Math ($5,420)
Expanded Use of Computers for JFK Special Needs Students ($9,560)
Bridge Street After School Enrichment ($10,000)
All Elementary 3D Printers ($15,192 over 2 years)
JFK 6th Grade Social Studies ($7,205)
Responsive Classroom ($6,000)
Global STEM ($14,000)
Safe Passage: “Say Something” ($4,866)
Audubon/Arcadia Climate Change ($10,000 over 3 years)
Breakfast After the Bell ($15,600)
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) at JFK

Climbing ROCKS – Reaching Our Children’s Kinetic Sensors ($9,882)
Makerspaces ($9,035)
Get R.E.A.L. Reading Education and Leadership ($24,000)
Northampton Engineer Project ($12,000)
Sojourner’s Truth in the 21st Century ($2,025)
Grow Food Kids ($15,000)
Live Steam ($32,375 over 3 years)

Kindergarten and First Grade ($40,000 over 2 years)

     ($50,730 over 3 years)

    ($41,780 over 3 years)

 

 Total Endowment grants awarded to date:  $627,195
  We are in the process of awarding the next round of Endowment grants
  - stay tuned!
 
 
 

 

    NEF Endowment Grants Awarded to Date
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Dr. Melvin Hershkowitz honors his daughter's memory 

- and her legacy as an educator - with named fund

Northampton educator Marie Hershkowitz

Marie's father, Dr. Melvin Hershkowitz, with NEF board member Mandy Gerry and his son-in-law
Steve Hathaway at the NEF Endowment Celebration on Dec. 3, 2019

Add a subheading
At 97, Melvin Hershkowitz has made educationally focused philanthropy into his own cottage
industry. And while it has much to do with the untimely loss of his beloved daughter, Marie, there is
much more to the story....
 
A spry and sharp-witted resident of Northampton since 2010, Hershkowitz has shared his good fortune
generously with institutions like his alma mater Columbia University, Hampshire College, Bridge Street
School, and most recently, the NEF Endowment Fund.
 
Education figured heavily in his New York City upbringing. His father was among the first board
certified ENT surgeons in the country in 1921, and so medicine seemed the logical option for Melvin
early on.  At NYC’s Horace Mann Prep School, he excelled at German, finishing his time there with an
unbroken string of perfect test scores. He continued his German studies as a pre-med student at
Columbia, garnering the Deutsche Verein prize at graduation. So it should surprise no one that as a
newly minted M.D. eager to incorporate his language skills in a post-war military deployment, he was
immediately dispatched to Japan. There, he recalls, he spent most of his time treating American G.I.’s
for STDs.
 
Back in New York after his stint in the Army, Hershkowitz was at first drawn to a career in pathology,
but “after some 20 autopsies, I realized that I would rather work on live patients.” Twenty years in a
private Manhattan practice followed, along with a marriage to Joanna Lega and three children, including
the youngest, Marie. Melvin always managed to keep one foot firmly planted in academia, acting as a
teaching fellow at NYU, and eventually moving into a more full-time teaching position at the New Jersey
Medical School. Later he taught at George Washington University and then, at the age of 67, he was
invited onto the faculty of Brown University’s medical school, where he remained until his retirement –
"for real this time” – at 81.

Not long after that, Melvin found his way to Northampton, where his daughter
Marie had settled with her husband, Steve. Marie had graduated from Hampshire
College and decided to stay in the area, taking on a number of teaching positions
before landing at Bridge Street School as an ESP with a keen interest in special
education. 
 
She was a beloved teacher who organized early morning study groups and
maintained a special library for her SPED students. She twice won awards for her
work in this field. Melvin describes her as being incredibly devoted to the children
at Bridge Street and having “a universal compassion streak.” He remembers her as
always having had something positive to share about her students. 
 
Tragically, in 2013 Marie Hershkowitz succumbed to brain cancer and was deeply
mourned by all whose lives she had touched. Her father set about honoring her
memory, first with a scholarship in her name at Hampshire College, then by
contributing to a new playground at Bridge Street, and finally with a named fund in
her honor within the NEF Endowment Fund. 
 
“I’ve had good fortune and it’s important to share that,” he says. “Marie was a
brilliant teacher. Students need to see that you really care about them and that you
can guide them when they encounter difficulties. That’s what made Marie such a
good teacher. It’s not just about the transmission of information. I am blessed to be
able to honor her memory and support something that meant so much to her."

northamptoneducation.org

"Marie was a brilliant teacher.
I am blessed to be able to honor 

her memory and support something
that meant so much to her."
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Did you know?
NEF is an all-volunteer organization, 

relying on the time, energy and dedication 
of our Board and committees.

Thank you!

Why I Give:
 



NEF Endowment grants at work:  NHS website

NHS technology teacher Jeromie Whalen works with students to redesign the NHS website 
as part of an NEF Endowment grant.

 
 

The NEF Endowment provided seed money in 2019 for a local pilot
program of Breakfast After the Bell. This program provides a

healthy morning meal to all children regardless of family income,
increasing breakfast participation and removing stigma lower-
income students often face when they eat breakfast at school.
Benefits include improved academic achievement, improved

student health and increased attendance rates.  
This highly successful program, which will receive federal funding,

will roll out in all Northampton elementary schools in Fall 2020.
 

This grant reflects the NEF Endowment's goals of promoting
innovation, collaboration and sustainability.

 
 
 
 

NEF Endowment grants at work:  Breakfast After the Bell

NEF Endowment grants at work:
Sojourner Truth and Local History
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Thank you to all our donors to the NEF Endowment

- Lifetime Giving for Lifetime Learning -
 

Gifts of $100,000+
 

Anonymous
Florence Bank *

Marisa Labozzetta and Martin Wohl *
Smith College *

Leading the Way:  Named Funds of the NEF Endowment
Florence Bank Fund for Public Education

Northampton Area Pediatrics Fund
Marie Hershkowitz Memorial Fund

bankESB Fund
Eli Daniel Nemetz Todd Memorial Fund

Principal Gwen Agna Fund for Northampton Public Education
 
 
 
 

Gifts of $50,000+
 

Anonymous
bankESB *

Community Growth Partners Holdings
Daily Hampshire Gazette and DeRose families
(Peter, Florence, Charlie and Kelly DeRose) *

Melvin Hershkowitz
Dorothy Nemetz and John Todd *

Northampton Area Pediatrics *
 

""Childs Park: 'Sharing Place' - A Multi-School Tile Installation," a NEF Endowment-funded collaboration between Northampton High School,
Bridge St. School and Jackson St. School.

Gifts of $20,000+
 

Anonymous (2)
Gwen Agna and Tom Marantz *

Mary Bates and John Pucci *
Elizabeth and Peter Bigwood *

Janet and Robert Bissell *
Laura and Jonathan Fallon *

Peggy Fiddler and Nick Fleisher *
Greenfield Cooperative Bank *

Sallie Deans Lake and Kevin Lake *
Dale Melcher and Bill Newman *

Yelena Mikich and David Narkewicz *
Ellen and Barry Nigrosh *

PeoplesBank
Linda Rigali and James Clayton *

Virginia Sullivan *
The Wellspring Donor-Advised Fund

of the Peace Development Fund

This list includes all known donors to the NEF Endowment from 2002 through March 5, 2020. Donors who contributed to
both the founding Endowment campaign and the most recent campaign, which concluded on 12/31/19, are indicated with *
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YOU made it happen!
 



Endowment donor list, continued...

Gifts of $10,000+ Gifts of $5,000+

northamptoneducation.org

Alexander W. Borawski, Inc. *
Pauline Bassett and Alan Katz *
Joan Berzoff and Lewis Cohen* 

Marcia Burick and Edward McColgan *
Rebecca Busansky and Jonah Zuckerman

Chia Collins and Michael Cohen
Czelusniak Funeral Home of Northampton, Inc. *

Kristin Dardano and Lilibeth Denham 
Edmund DeLaCour *

Lori Divine-Hudson and Dennis Hudson
Eva and Frederick Fierst *

Robin Freedenfeld and Mark Immerman
Gail and John Gaustad *

Goggins Real Estate *
Kathy Goos and Barry Werth *

Monica Green and Richard West*
 Joan and Wil Hastings

Priscilla Kane Hellweg and John Hellweg
Inge Horn

Jack Hornor and Ron Skinn
Nancy Kurtz

Anna Lea and Howard Kantor
Judith Leeds and Richard Stonberg *

Local Bucks ATM *
Northampton Education Foundation

Barbara and Matthew Pitoniak *
Nancy and Eric Reeves *

Marilyn Robin and Arnold Levinson
Susan Rosen and Douglas Amy *

Sharon Saline and Kenneth Hahn *
Lydia Sarro and Joseph Bartolomeo *
Pamela Schwartz and Joel Feldman *

Stephanie Silverman and Adam Garretson
Robert Steinberg *

Shelley Steuer and Jeff Korff *
Nancy Wheeler and Thomas Willits *
Carina Wohl and Mark Arsenault *

Meg and Jonathan Wright *
Marci Yoss and Barry Feingold *

 
 
 

Anonymous (2) 
Applied Mortgage Services
Andrea and Todd Barron

Marguerite and Bob Belkin
Giovanna Bellesia-Contuzzi and

Peter Contuzzi *
Bessie Rattner Foundation

Patricia Bonner
Brigitte Buettner and Michael Gorra *

Cathy Cross for Women
Lisa Clauson and Bob Lelievre

Elizabeth Detmold *
Ruth Folchman and Richard Wagner *

Sally and Alfred Griggs *
Elizabeth Horn and Shawn Shimpach

Pamela and Jefferson Hunter *
Hurdle Hill Foundation

ING Foundation
Barbara Jones and Martin Konowitch *

Laura Katz and Dan Berger
Patricia McDonagh and David Sigelman

Karen Pfeifer and David Kotz
Miriam Sadinsky and Hugh Heisler

Janna Ugone and Peter Whalen *
Joan Wiener and Stan Schapiro *

Michael Wohl
 

Students in their "Outdoor Classroom," funded at all four elementary schools
for five years by the NEF Endowment
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Gifts of $2,500+ Gifts of $1,000+

northamptoneducation.org

Karen Adelman and Mary Curtin
AlumNite Committee 

Amica Companies Foundation
Kristen and Evan Benjamin

Richard Brunswick *
Jonah Burke

Sarah Buttenwieser and Hosea Baskin
The Dadz

Mary Emerson
Susan and Ed Etheridge

Karin George
Karen Golding-Staelin and Charles Staelin *

Denise Green and Wayne Feiden
Deborah and Matt Haas *

Marissa Hoechstetter and David Whitehill
John Hoops

Ellen Kaufman
Roger Kaufman *

Sarah Marcus and Josh Bedell
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program 
Mo and Cheryl Willems Foundation

Northampton Men's Book Group 
Ostberg and Associates *

Whalen Insurance

Endowment donor list, continued...

Laura Arbeitman and Laurie Herzog
Ellen and Mark Augarten *

Lisa Baskin
Wendy Berg and Thomas Wartenberg *

Berkshire Natural LLC
Martha Borawski and Bill Brandt

Bruce MacMillan Memorial 
Trust Fund 

Gerald Budgar *
Ann and Robert Burger

Eileen Cahill and William Rosen
Barbara and Eric Carle

Ruth Constantine
Mary Cowhey and Bill Blatner *
Jane Cross and Paul Spector *

D.A. Sullivan and Sons, Inc.
Nancy Duseau
Eastside Grill

Mary Fago and Paul Weinberg
Dina Fein and Daniel Workman
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 
Nancy Flam and Neil Kudler

Naomi Gerstel and Robert Zussman 
Eileen and Tony Giardina *

Nancy and Bruce Goldstein *
Cleo Gorman and Ron Ackerman

Greater Northampton Area 
Chamber of Commerce
Linda Hamashima and 

Timothy Umbach
Harris and Eliza Kempner Fund 

Lucy Harty and Frandy Johnson *
Lyn Heady *

Katherine Hicks and Henry Rosenberg *
Iron Horse Ventures Inc.

Andrea James and Eric Spangenthal
Kathleen Kamping

Susan Kohler
Linda and Silas Kopf *

Jennifer Ladd *
Joanne Levin and John Joelson

Anne Lombard
Ann Markes and Matthew Kane *
Kathleen Mellen and David Katz

Davina and Joshua Miller *
Lisa and Terry Minnick

 
 
 
 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Moses

Peter Myers
Northampton Cycling Club

NHS Class of 1954 
NHS Class of 1957 

Northampton Public School 
Students 2019 coin drive

Lisa Papademetriou and Ali Usman
Brenda Philips 

and David Bloomberg *
Ann and Peter Pufall

Robert Reckman
Beatrice Reshes

Rigali and Walder Orthodontics 
Julia Rose

Eleanor Rothman *
RSF Social Finance
Mary Lynn Salmon 

and Joseph O’Rourke *
Christine and Jon Sass

Laurie and Reed Schimmelfing *
Alan Seewald

Katherine Sigelman
Deborah Smith and Ira Helfand

Gail and Eric Stahlberg
Merle and Ruth Taylor

Barbara Thompson 
and Allan Baustin

Cathy and Sam Topal *
Elaine Ulman and David Pesuit 

Janet Unger
Marion Van Arsdell  
and Michael Kane *

Dorothea von Goeler 
and Peter Lindenauer
Susan and Paul Voss *
Missy and David Wick

Mildred and Jerome K. Wohl
Wohl Family Dentistry 

Anne Woodhull
Lorraine Yasinski 

and Daniel Desmond
Shelley and Andrew Zimbalist
1995 NEF Board of Directors

Students testing water for a Global STEM project,
funded by the NEF Endowment
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Gifts of $500+ Gifts of $250+

northamptoneducation.org

Anonymous
Alyce Gustavis Memorial Donations 
Andrea Ayvazian and Michael Klare*

Samantha and Timothy
Bakker-Norton

Maria and David Bickar *
James Bigwood

David Bloomberg 
Barbara and Joseph Blumenthal *

Mary Clark and Alain Hunkins
Margo and Bill Cooley *

Norman Delisle
David DelVecchio

Finck & Perras Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Beau Flahive and Greg Haas

Stanley Elkins
Jane Fleishman and Joan Tabachnick
Nancy Garlock and Daniel Olshansky
Joanne and Lise Glading-DiLorenzo

Penina Glazer
GoBerry

Betsy Green and Howard Sasson *
Andrew Guswa

Hartsprings Foundation
Ruth and Bruce Hawkins *

Susannah and Nicholas Howe
Nora Israeloff and Phil Korman *

Jennifer Sanders James and Patrick James
Catherine Kay and Richard Cooper

 

 
Joan King

Julie and Jim Kurose *
Lisa Leary

Lin Lee and Jim Laurila
Sheila and Charles Lennon

Marsha and Bruce Lieberman
MassMutual

Richard Mueller 
The Murphys Realtors

Merry Nasser * 
Rebecca Neimark and Lee Spector *

Northampton City-Wide
High School Reunion Committee
NHS Class of 1963 50th Reunion 

NHS Class of 1964 
David Ostrander *

Pauline Fogel Real Estate *
Morey Phippen and Brian Adams *

Margaret and Bob Riddle *
Melinda Smith

Lena and George Snook
Rachel and Peter Stevens

T. Kate Sullivan
Kathleen and George Todd

Janie Vanpee and Carl Geupel
Nancy Whalen-Viola 

and James Viola
Megan and Fred Zinn

Katie and Christopher Zobel

Anonymous
Holly Altman

Chris Andrews
Gloria Ayvazian

Margaret Babbott
Lynn and David Barclay

Laura and Jason Berg
Karen Beyel and Joe Silverman *

Ann and Bob Borawski *
Alden Bourne

Nonie and Barry Bouthilette *
Mary Beth Brooker and James Lowenthal

Lale and John Burk
Penny Burke

Cyndee and Stan Button
Rosemary Caine and Howard Natenshon

Barbara Cheney and Scott Brodeur
Cathy and Joe Cohen *

Frances Crowe
Stephanie Davolos

Alan Dayno
Thomas Derr

Jacqueline Didier *
Carol Edelstein and Robin Barber
Shawn Farley and David Mintz *

Priscilla and Jack Finn
Jenny Fleming-Ives and Peter Ives *
Juanita Forsythe and Stanley Hunter 

Diane Garey and Lawrence Hott
Jeanne and David Hoose

Marsha Humphrey and Stephen Jasinski
Dorothea Hunter

J. Rich Clothing for Men
Carmen and David Junno

Linda Kelley and Robert Levitt
Dorothy LaFleur

Erika Laquer and Geoffrey Kuter
Marcy Larmon

Valerie Lavender and Steve Berlin
Roselyn and Bradley Levay *

Deborah Marks and Ron Miller
Claudette and Alan Marvelli

Dorien Miller and Jeffrey Zesiger
Susan Mosler

Rebecca Muller *
Peg Murray *

Katharine Myers
Joy and Hun Ohm

Owens/Five College Realtors
Christina Petersen and Peter Rayton

Danielle Carr Ramdath
Hedwig and Peter Rose

Theresa Ruggiero and Duke Corliss
Marcea Rundquist

Laurie Sanders and Frederic Morrison
Joan Swedlow-Brandt and Robert Brandt

Katie Szopa
Lynn Vesely

Vivien Weiss and Steve Berman
Ariana Wohl *
Emma Yount

 

NEF Endowment grants enrich all Northampton public schools
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Gifts of up to $250

Endowment donor list, continued...
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A2Z Science & Learning Store
Anonymous
Joan Abboud

Bernice Alberts
Joyce and Edward Allen

Kat Allen and Mike Brezsnyak
Kyla and Nick Ang

Robert Ansaldo
Marie Aquadro

Elizabeth Armstrong
Libby Arny

Kate and Michael Atkinson
Raphael Atlas

Shannon Audley and Nathan Derr
Carrie Baker

Michael Bardsley
Jack Barocas
John Barrett
Judith Baskin

Vicki Baum-Hommes and Chuck Hommes
Susan Bell

Beth Bellavance-Grace
Iris and David Berkman

Jennifer Berneche-Stiles and Michael Stiles
Judith Bernier

Justine and Harry Bertram
Judith and Donald Berube

Mary and Scott Biddle
Annie Bigwood
Guy Bigwood

Theresa Bimbane
Barbara Black

Rita and Bruce Bleiman
Valerie Botter
Thomas Boyle
Kathie Bredin

Harriet Brickman and Thomas Raredon
Sarah Briggs

Lynne and Jon Brill
Ann and Michael Brooks

Gail Brousseau
Debin Bruce

Summer and Seth Cable
Amy and Edward Cahillane

Maureen and James Cahillane
Adena Calden and Garrett Cahill

Jerome Camposeo
Kate Cardoso

Deborah Carlin and Deborah Fairman
Russell Carrier *

Charlotte Causton and William Adams
Debbie Charren and Timothy Diehl

Carol and Joan Clark
Casey and Richard Clark

Evelyn Cleary
Martha Clute

Doris and David Cohen 
Elizabeth and Lloyd Cole

Joanne Comerford and Ann Hennessey
Eleanor Cook

Martha Coons and Tom Bein
Richard Costello

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Coulombe
Moira Cunningham

Karen and Joseph Curran
Lynn Curry and Michelle Letrendre 

Sidonia and Frederick Dalby *
Deborah Daniell

Linda and Jonathan Daube
Laurel and Linda Davis-Delano

Tom Davidson
Sarah and Chip Davis

Linda Dell and Robert Shycon
Deborah Denhart

Sandra Dennis and Martha Knieriem * 
Lore Detenber and Mary Fleming
Fran Deutsch and Gerald Epstein
Elizabeth and Michael Dibrindisi

Lynn Donaldson and Charles Brummer
R. Cheryl Donaldson

Nancy Dostal
Lois Dubin and Benjamin Braude

 

 
Barbara Duhl and David Block

John Ebbets
Susan and James Ebitz

Christine and Justin Eck
Catherine Edon

Nancy Egan and Michael Sherry
Kathleen Elliott
Madeline Etkin

Kent and Scottie Farber
Paula and Kenneth Fearn
Julie and Jerald Feinland

Ferriter and Ferriter, LLC 
Tamar and Robert Fields

Anne Fine and Jon Liebman
Bernard Fine
Barbara Fink

Joan Finn
Mike Foldy

Herman Fong
Janet and Leslie Fraidstern

Frank Law Offices
Karen Freedman

Richard Frost
Tamara and John Galvin

Joice Gare
Suzanne Garrow

Kim Gerould
Mandy Gerry and Graham Ridley

William Gerry
Karen and Dennis Gjerdingen 

Brigid Glackin and Michael Murphy
Kim and Michael Goggins

Ellen Goldsmith and Sam Levitt
Beth Goldstein and Richard Conner

Dalia Gomes
Bonnie and Joel Gordon

Dorothy Gorra
Leigh Graham

Amber and Jeffrey Green
Lucy and Jacob Greenburg

Sheila and Robert Greenlaw
Sarah and Steven Grolnic-McClurg

Marty Guzowski
Florence and Walter Haas

Heidi Haas and Fred Hooven
Frances Hack

Molly Hale
Robert Hale

Joan and Michael Haley
Adam Hall

Jane and Phil Hall
Nevart Hamamjian

Cathi Hanauer and Daniel Jones *
Donna Harlan

Bruce Hart
Rachel Hart

Rick Hart
Stephen Hathaway

Brooke Hauser and Addie MacDonald
Katherine Hay

Alice Hearst and Thomas McCormick
Bonny Heisler

Laurie Herrick and Daniel Zukergood
Barbara Hibbard

Peter Hicks
Jo Ann and Richard Hinckley

Karen Hodges
Deborah Hoechstetter

Marc Hoechstetter
Pam and Paul Holt

Alison Roberts Hopkins 
Samantha Hopper

Kristina Horn and Glenn Wright
John Hudzick

Jennifer Hughes
 
 

Institute for Training and Development
Jackson Street School PTO

Ruth and Michael Jacobson-Hardy
Lisa Jenike and Luc Rey-Bellet

Diana Johanson
Charles Johnson
Theresa Johnson
Karen Johnston
Christine Jones

Carol and Edgar Judd 
Debra Junnila and Scott Edmands

Robin Jurrs
Alana Kaczmarek

Amy Kahn
Ricki Kantrowitz 

Mary Kasper
Patsy Kauffman-Barber and Ted Barber

Barbara Kellum
Anna Kelly

Cam and Michael Kelly
Diane Kelly and Jim Cambias

Mary Ann Kelly and Dennis Bidwell
Stephen Kellogg

Brenda and Chris Kent
Anne Fisher Keppler

Carroll Ahearn King and Robert King
Geri Kleinman and James Katz

Skip Klepacki
Julie Kling and Mark NeJame
Kathleen and Ronald Korza

Diana and Jeff Krauth
George Kriebel

Mohini and Jason Kulp
Mary Lou Labarge

 Robyn and Mike Laga
Jean LaPlante

Edmund Laprade
Diana Larkin

Martha and Jon Lees
Frank Lenarczyk 

Sara Lennox
Kristin and Simon Leutz

Claudia Levin and Dan Gardner
Stephanie Levin and Robert Goodman

Amy and Brian Levine
Laurent Levy
Michael Lew

Dora Lewis and Jim Nash
Marjorie Lieneck 

Susan Lilly
Francie Lin and Stephen Platt

Claire Lobdell
Christina LoBello

Vinny LoBello
Jennifer Luddy and Seth Dunn *

Eileen and Robert Mahar
Flora Majumder

Kathy and Greg Malynoski
Jennifer Mark
Mark’s Motors
Caryn Markson

David Marlin
Mary O’Brien Martin

Sandra Matthews and Norbert Goldfield 
Melissa Mattison

Carolyn Mazel and Richard Feldman
Kathryn McArthur

Mary and Bradley McGrath
Patricia McGrath

Linda and Chris McInerney
Shayne Mercier

Sarah Merrill
Ellen and Michael Metzger

Marla Michel
Deborah Miller and Mark Watts

Amy Mitrani
Cynthia Monahon and Edward Ward *

John Moore
Rachel Moore

Stephanie and Howard Moore
Alison and Joseph Morse

Richard Moulding
 



Gifts of up to $250 (continued)

 

Please consider joining these founding members of NEF's Legacy Circle with a planned gift. 
For more information please contact Martin Wohl at mwohl@comcast.net

or Debbie Koske at dkoske@communityfoundation.org.
 

northamptoneducation.org

NEF Endowment Legacy Circle
 

Thank you for including NEF in your planned giving.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wendy Berg
Elizabeth and Peter Bigwood

Marcia Burick and Edward McColgan
Karin George

Monica Green and Richard West
Steve Herrell

Elizabeth Horn and Shawn Shimpach
Marisa Labozzetta and Martin Wohl

 
 
 

 
 
 

Dale Melcher and Bill Newman
Ellen and Barry Nigrosh

Christina Petersen and Peter Rayton
Lydia Sarro and Joseph Bartolomeo

Virginia Sullivan
Thomas Wartenberg

Joan Wiener and Stan Schapiro
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Katherine Foote Newman and Cyrus Newman

Nerissa and Thomas Nields-Duffy *
Lori Nigrosh

Debra Novitch and Wayne Schweitzer
Cynthia Nyary

Gail and Mike O’Brien
Mary and Ken O’Brien

William O’Brien
Deborah and Daniel O’Connell
Mary Beth and Tom O’Connor

Mary O’Neill
Susan O’Neill

Rebecca Olander
Katie Olmstead

Michelle Olsheski
Edward Orzechowski

Tara Orzolek
Francis Osborn

Susan and Edward Osepowicz
Stephanie Osiecki
Kelly and Jeff Palm

Robert Parent
Mary Parker

Sherry and Jay Pasternak
Linda Patterson

Cornelia Pearsall
Jeannine Pease
Beth Pellettieri
Rebekah Perks
Philip Perrault

Elizabeth and Stephen Petegorsky
Pamela Petro

Maura Plante and Michael Romanovitch
Lynn Plotczik

Victoria and Mark Poletto
Alison Pollet and Lawrence King

Ilana Polyak
Elizabeth Porto

Linda and Geoffrey Post
Joseph Pratt

Nanny and Scott Prior
Laurie Prothero-Sperry and Fred Sperry

Amy and John Provost
Kimberly and Michael Quinlan

Francis Raymond
Linden Rayton and Reed Loy

 
 
 

Thomas Reney
Richard Rescia
Richard Rice

Alyssa and Kyle Richardson
Julia Riseman and Nicholas Horton

Linda and David Robinson
Eduardo Robreno

Denise Rochat and Charles Robertson
Jean Roetter

Suzanne Rogers 
Chris Rohmann

Rebecca and Jason Rose-Langston
Helen Ross

Sandra Rossi
Judy and Garry Rust

Lora Sandhusen *
Iris Sawin

Roberta Schmidt
Amy Seldin and Douglas Wheat

Kathryn Pekala Service *
Ann and Edward Shanahan

Kathleen Sheehan
Elizabeth and John Sheirer

Deborah Sherr and William Feinstein
Micala Sidore

Amy and Michael Sidoti
Lois and Andrew Siegel
Marie and Scott Silver

Phyllis Silver
Risa Silverman and Ryan Hellwig

Jean Simmons
S. Wylie Smith
Thomas Smith

Linda Sopp and Bob Wilson
Susan Sprung and Jim Mueller

 
 
 
 

Patricia and Michael Stamm
Thea Stark

Helen Stauder
Judith Stein

Judith Steinberg
Connelly and James Stokes-Buckles

Curtis Sutro
Anne Teschner

Adin Thayer
Mr. and Mrs. James Thomas
Elisha and Todd Thompson

Elizabeth Thompson
John Thorpe
Nina Tiger

Linda Tiley and Howard Messeck
Maureen Tobin

Emily Todd and Liam Harte
Simone Topal
Jessica Tropp

Maria Tymoczko
Andree Uhlig
Agnes Valenta
James Vaughn

Verizon Foundation
Visage

Elizabeth and Klemens von Klemperer
Marie Waechter
Chris Waisman

Candice and Stan Walczak
Joanne and Michael Wall

Catherine Wanat and David Reckhow *
WEBS, America's Yarn Store 

Edward Welch 
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Florence Bank and Smith College lead the way in supporting 

the NEF Endowment and public education

 

Smith College: 
Reaching Out to Schools, Teachers and Children

 

From its student interns working in our public schools to the courses
it offers to NHS students to its in-kind and financial support, Smith
College embraces its role as an active community partner.  
 
Smith is a long-term supporter of the NEF Endowment, beginning
with its first $50,000 pledge in 2004.  In 2019, Smith presented
the NEF Endowment with a $50,000 gift for this campaign, bringing
the College's total investment in the NEF Endowment to $100,000.
 
Smith College President Kathleen McCartney announced the donation
in October 2019 at Smith's annual Community Breakfast, saying "I
know that educators, especially those who work with children and
young adults, have big dreams. I'm excited to see Smith College
partner with the NEF to help fund those dreams and see them become
reality."  
 

The NEF Endowment is truly a community investment in our future, and we are grateful for the support of so many,
including generous pledges and gifts from local businesses and nonprofits. In 2019, the NEF Endowment received pledges
of $50,000 respectively from Florence Bank and Smith College. Both the bank and the college are longtime supporters of
the Endowment. With these impactful gifts to this campaign, each institution demonstrates its deep, ongoing commitment
to our community.

Florence Bank:  
Strengthening Communities

 

In July 2019, at Florence Bank's headquarters in Florence, John Heaps, Jr.,
President and CEO, presented a giant display check to Dr. Martin Wohl,
Chair of the NEF Endowment Campaign, to recognize the bank’s $50,000
pledge.  
 
Heaps, who will retire on May 1 of this year after 25 years as head of
Florence Bank, has made community support a hallmark of his tenure. 
“One of the best parts of my job is giving back to the community and
seeing the impact of that. Helping the NEF Endowment grow was a
natural fit for the bank," said Heaps.
 
This pledge continues Florence Bank’s longstanding commitment to
NEF, beginning with a $100,000 pledge in 2004 for the establishment of
the Florence Bank Fund for Public Education at the NEF Endowment.
 
"Florence Bank has been a true partner to the NEF Endowment from the
beginning. Their special generosity makes a real difference to our
students, teachers, and entire community, and we are incredibly
grateful,” said Dr. Wohl.

“Smith College is proud to be
a vital part of Northampton 
and a partner in its success.”

Dr. Martin Wohl observed, “Smith College is not
only a model for excellence in higher education,
but also a great example of an institution that gives
back to our community. Their gift says a great deal
about Smith’s commitment and generosity to
Northampton and to supporting public education.”
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Why I Give:
 



 Many thanks to the following for their in-kind donations to the NEF Endowment campaign:
 

A2Z Science & Learning Store
Mary Bates

Beth Pellettieri
André Boulay

Click Workspace
Coldwell Banker Upton Massamont Realtors

Rich Cooper 
Marisa Labozzetta

Becca Hershkovitz and Katherine McCusker
Claire-anne Williams and the JFK Jazz Band

Beau Flahive and The Northamptones
Paul Kinsman, NHS band teacher

Sharon Saline
Stephanie Shafran
Rachel Simmons

Smith College
rk MILES

Bob Melnik and his NHS students for constructing the campaign thermometer
 

Special thanks to:
 

All the community members who have served on the Endowment distribution committee
NHS students who have served on the Endowment distribution committee 

The Event Committee for the Dec. 3, 2019 "Be Part of the Change" celebration
All the Northampton public school students and families who contributed to NEF's Nov. 2019 coin drive

Blair Winans and Rhyme Digital 
Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts
Greater Northampton Area Chamber of Commerce

Northampton Public School PTOs
Paradise Copies

The wedding celebration of Toni Hochstadt and Michael Doherty
 

Thanks to all who support NEF, through our Annual Fund, Adult Spelling Bee, 
SOS Book Fund, Giving Tuesday and more - every gift to NEF makes an impact!

 

And boundless thanks to the teachers of Northampton Public Schools!

Northampton High School graduate Emma Yount found a unique way to combine her artistic talents
with her desire to give back to Northampton's public schools.
 
Currently a sophomore at Wheaton College, studying Studio Arts and Business, Emma began her
own pet portrait business just over two years ago.  She had initially painted a few pet portraits for
her NHS track and cross-country teammates, and her reputation quickly grew.  When she began
college and launched her website (eryportraits.com), she sold 100 portraits by the end of her first
semester. In the summer of 2019, Emma donated $5 from each portrait sold to the NEF Endowment,
totaling $250.
 
Emma recalled, “I wanted to find a way I could give back to my school though my business. I decided
that the Northampton Education Foundation would be a perfect fund.  I remember various projects
that the NEF made possible for my schools, including the Jackson Street School gardens and the tile
mosaic installation project at NHS. I can vividly remember working with my classmates, teachers
and the community making this garden. It was one of my favorite memories at Jackson Street.
Projects like these made school exciting and memorable. I know by supporting the Northampton
Education Fund Endowment campaign programs like these will continue to motivate students and
strengthen the school system.”
 
 
 
 
 

 
NHS grad Emma Yount creates art that gives back to her alma mater
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The printing and mailing
of this newsletter has

been underwritten by a
generous donor

Why I Give:
 



With the success of the NEF Endowment campaign, we are excited to launch a new, ongoing, 3-year grant cycle for
large-scale, collaborative projects that will impact all Northampton public school students. Thanks to this expanded
Endowment, NEF will generate approximately $100,000 per year for our city’s schools. Our city’s educators will have
more time to dream big and plan accordingly, and to collaborate more effectively among schools. 
 
In response to the pandemic, the NPS district has stepped up to ensure the security of staff pay and benefits, as well 
as to meet the needs of our more vulnerable community members with daily food distributions. As the school district
works to provide resources to families and explore options for distance learning, NEF is proactively reaching out to
teachers and administrators to determine how we may support them in this crisis.
 
With the current uncertainty, we are working out the timeline of the new Endowment grant cycle, and hope to begin
grant distribution as soon as the 2022-2023 school year. We are planning the details of the new grant process to
include the voices of faculty, staff, students, School Council, PTOs and community members. Final decisions for
Endowment grants will be made by the NEF Board with the recommendations of the Endowment distribution
committee. The twice-yearly Small Grants to Teachers and the NEF/SOS Book Fund will continue unchanged, and
annual Endowment grants will continue as before until the new grant cycle commences,
 

     In an order to be determined, the plan for the new annual grant cycle is:
 
     NEF awards grant to Northampton High School to use over 3 years 
 
     NEF awards grant to JFK Middle School to use over 3 years
 
     NEF awards grant to all four elementary schools to use over 3 years 
 
With the success of this Endowment campaign, this cycle will continue in perpetuity. Each school (or school level
in the case of the elementary schools) will have a larger amount of grant money with which to plan over the three
years. Grants are intended to foster innovative and creative projects, and a percentage of each Endowment grant
cycle will be allocated to sustain proven projects.  
 
Money given to the Endowment is not spent, but rather carefully invested through the Community Foundation of
Western Massachusetts. These larger grants are generated from the interest of these investments. Gifts, pledges 
and bequests from local parents, alumni, community members, and businesses become an educational legacy. 
 
With a strong NEF Endowment, teachers will have the resources to promise a first-class educational experience,
regardless of the economic or political climate. Public education in Northampton will thrive, and our students will 
be prepared for the world ahead.
 

Thanks to your support, the NEF Endowment is poised to expand its grantmaking 
and its commitment to Northampton's public school students and teachers. 

 

With the backing of our community, the Endowment will continue to grow. 
Thank you for your support!

 
 

What's next for the NEF Endowment:
A new cycle of larger, collaborative grants - forever
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Honoring a district leader: Gwen Agna

Ms. Agna receives a Massachusetts Senate
citation for the establishment of the Principal

Gwen Agna Fund for Northampton Public
Education on May 31, 2019

In June 2020, Gwen Agna will retire as Principal
of Jackson Street School after 24 years - and 31
years in the district. 
 
With community support, NEF salutes Gwen's
extraordinary legacy by establishing the
Principal Gwen Agna Fund for Northampton
Public Education. 
 
Donations to this named fund within the NEF
Endowment will support grants at all
Northampton public schools, and reflect Ms.
Agna's championing of strong public schools.
 

Many thanks to the NEF Board and Development Committee:
 
Board:
Lisa Papademetriou, Co-President
Jennifer Sanders James, Co-President
Martin Wohl, Vice President, Endowment
Mary Curtin, Treasurer
Christina Petersen, Secretary
Josh Bedell
Jason Berg
Peter Bigwood
André Boulay
Danielle Carr Ramdath
 
In memoriam: Gerald Budgar  
 
 
 

Mandy Gerry
Mona Kulp
Amy Levine
Francie Lin

Dale Melcher
Dorothy Nemetz
Emily Quintana

Megan Zinn
 

 
             

Development committee:
Joe Bartolomeo

Josh Bedell
Peter Bigwood
Mandy Gerry
Monica Green

Marissa Hoechstetter
Ellen Nigrosh

Martin Wohl, Chair
Elizabeth Horn, Campaign Consultant

The award-winning NHS Robotics team, launched with an NEF Endowment grant
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Ex Officio:  John A. Provost, Ed.D., Superintendent



Photos by Glenn Rice

Celebrating the
NEF Endowment:

Be Part of the Change
Dec. 3, 2019

northamptoneducation.org
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NORTHAMPTON EDUCATION FOUNDATION
northamptoneducation.org

 

 
 

THIS WAS SUPPOSED TO BE A "MARK YOUR CALENDAR" BOX....
 

NEF Small Grants deadline:  April 16 - POSTPONED UNTIL EARLY FALL
NEF Plant Sale:   Saturday, May 9 - CANCELED

NEF Showcase:  Friday, June 12 - POSTPONED
NEF Adult Spelling Bee:   POSTPONED UNTIL FALL, date TBA

 

Although all events are canceled or postponed for now, 
NEF remains committed to helping our schools, now and always.

We are communicating with teachers and staff to find ways to best 
support them during this extraordinary time.

 

We cannot wait to gather with our wonderful community in the future.
Please be healthy, be safe and continue to care for one another....

 
 

P.O. Box 44 • Northampton, MA • 01061 • 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


